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Preface 

 There are over 3000 Nek speaking people, 
most of whom live in the Nawaeb district of 
Morobe Province in Papua New Guinea. The  
language has two dialects, East and West. 

 This picture dictionary has been designed 
to help the Nek speakers as they learn to read 
and write in their own language. It can be used 
as an aid in schools or in informal settings, or as 
a self-teaching tool. 

 In this dictionary, the West dialect words 
are bolded and the East dialect words under-
lined, words used in both dialects are un-
marked, and the English words are in italics.  



 
(-GDNOH�PDQGD 

 
 1HN�PDQGD�HDل�HQGRN�NZӧQDNZӧQDഫVӧ�ZDOӧ�
������ED�QHN��ഫӧPEL�HQGRلQDQ�QDQLQ�DVXSJDQGӧ�
3DSXD�1LX�*LQL�JӧQD�0لRUREH�3URYLQVORN�'LVഫULN� 
QR�NRL�1DZDHE�ZDQGӧل�NXD��0لDQGD�ZDOӧ�PDODS�
ഫӧSHODഫ��ZӧQ�PDLP�ODPEӧODPEӧQQDQ�NDQGDل�
NXDلGӧ�QR�HDل��ഫӧPEL�PDLQ�SӧODNQDQ�NDQGDل�NXDل�
HQGӧ�QR�HDل� 
 3HSDل�ӧQ�1HN�DPDഫDPGӧ�PDQGDQMӧ�
SLQDSLQDഫഫRN�Jӧഫ�NXQGLഫ�\RX\RXഫഫRN�QDQGDل�HQGD�
HSPX�SODSഫDXNഫRN�ഫӧPEӧ�LQGDLQGDQ��(QGӧ�QDQDQGӧ�
HSQHOӧلGRN�ZӧQ�QӧVӧOD�NӧQGHP�SLQDഫQHOӧل��ED�
GӧZӧQ�QROD�HQ-GDXഫ�ഫӧ-VHPQHOӧلGRN�ZDOD�SHSD� 
LODQ�ED�QR�NDQGDل�NHQD�JXPDل�PӧQHOӧل� 
 3HSDل�RORN�JӧQDل�,QJOLV�PDQGD�ZӧQ� 
NDPEDN EDഫEDഫ \RX\RXOӧQ��PDLP�SӧODNQDQ�NDQGDل�
PDQGD�ZӧQ ELS \RX\RXOӧQ��PDLP�ODPEӧODNQDQ�
NDQGDل�PDQGD�ZӧQ MLPED ഫLDഫLDQHQ��ഫӧPEL�PDQGD�
1HN�DPDഫDP�JӧഫӧNഫӧ�HDل�ZӧQ�VӧODQLQ�\RX\RXOӧQ� 





1 

PDLP 
sun 

NZHP 
JZHP 

rainbow 

VROLلD 
star 

SӧVDSӧVDഫ 
lightning 

1. .XOXP�–�.XQXP 
Sky 

PXOXNXD 
cloud 

\DNӧS 
moon 



2 

2. 6HVHOH—6DVDOH 
Wind 

DNDODلDഫ 
DNDODلD 

strong hot wind 

JZL 
rain 

VHVHOH 
VDVDOH 
wind 

PRQDXQD 
gale, strong wind 

VDODIDND 
cyclone 
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���.ZHഫ� 
Earth 

NZHഫ�NӧPӧQ 
hill 

GDلJD 
EXVLഫ 

landslide 

NZHഫ�VDلJӧQ 
NZHഫ�MDلJӧQ 

mountain 

NZHഫ�NӧPEDഫ 
valley 
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NDZDഫ 
stone 

NDZDഫ�Lഫ 
cave 

VDODPEDل 
open field 

NZHഫ�PDلJD� 
ഫRPӧQ 
hole 

ഫHODN 
road 

SDODN 
SDODഫ 

bridge 
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ഫXN�JXDل 
lake 

ഫXN�PHل 
river 

ഫXN 
stream 

ഫXN�VӧPERل 
ഫXN�MӧPEӧل 
waterfall 

ഫXN�NLPEӧل 
sea / ocean 

OXV 
shore 



6 

���.RPEDORN�SDQ�NXVHL�NXVHL� 
Various parts of a tree 

ഫDلDQ 
branch 

SDPD 
flower 

ERلJӧX 
trunk of tree 

NDNDഫ 
roots 

VDN�NZDQGDഫ�� 
VDS�NZDQGDഫ 

stem 

VDN 
VDS 
leaf  

PӧQGLQ 
treetop 

ELHQ 
fruit 
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VDNVDN 
sago palm VXPEDഫ 

VXPEDS 
coconut tree 

���.RPED�GӧZӧQ 
Some trees 

JLS 
pandanus plant 

\RلD 
SHSH\D 
papaya 
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NRVӧS 
NRQMӧS 

betelnut palm 
PDQGDل 

banana plant 

NDOӧS�NRPED 
mango tree 

ഫӧSPRل�NRPED� 
ഫӧSPR�NRPED 

breadfruit tree 

NDOӧP 
NDQӧP 

bamboo 
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NDNӧN�ZRSXP 
NDNLഫ�ZRSXP 

bush knife 

NDZL 
NDSLQRلJR 

axe VDSD 
spade 

���.HQDQ�ഫӧഫӧلGRN�QHSHQHSHN 
.HQD�ഫӧQGӧORN�QHSHQHSHN 

Gardening tools 

ഫRلD 
digging, 

walking stick 

QRلLL�ZӧS�PӧQGӧ� 
file 
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���.HQDQ�ഫӧഫӧل 
.HQD�ഫӧQGӧ 

Gardening work 

ZDLS 
to slash 

VLX�Gӧ 
to burn  

ഫӧSL 
to plant 

ഫXN�ഫӧPEX�QDLഫD 
ഫXN�ഫӧPEӧ�QDLഫD 

to water 

NӧQGLഫ 
to dig 
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���1DQDل 
1DQD 
Food 

Eӧഫ�JDRP 
pig meat 

SXSXS�PӧVӧS 
SXSXഫ�PӧQMӧS 

egg 

SXSXS 
SXSXഫ 

chicken 

PӧNEDODN 
fish 
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���1DQDل�NHQDQ�JӧQDل�QDQLQ 
1DQD�NHQDQ�JӧQDل�QDQLQ 

Garden food 

ഫDഫ 
ഫRഫ 
yam 

NXPEXل 
cassava 

PDQGDل�VLQDVLQDORN 
cooking banana 

NӧPLഫ 
sweet potato 

JLS�ELHQ 
pandanus fruit 

EDN 
EDഫ 
taro 
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VDOL�VDഫQLQ 
MDOL�VDഫQLQ 

white beans 

NDVDل 
peanuts 

\Dഫ 
sugar cane 

NDZH 
NRഫRSDOH 
potatoes 

PD\DZDل 
green beans 

VDOL�JӧPӧQ 
MDOL�JӧPӧQ 
red beans 
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����.OL�VDN� 
<D\D 

Vegetables 

VHNR�PӧVӧS 
VHNR�PӧQMӧS 

choko 

VRZRP 
VDلLP 

wild sugar cane 

SDQӧلJHഫ 
pumpkin 

VDلJRل 
VDلJR 
corn 

NOL�VDN 
\D\D 

greens 
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DQLDQ�NXVHL 
onion 

NDODP 
cucumber 

ORPER 
chili 

GӧOL 
GӧOӧل 

mushroom 

ED\Dഫ 
ginger 

DQLDQ�VDN 
DQLDQ�VDS 

green onions 
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����1DQDل�PӧVӧS�NXVHL�NXVHL 
1DQD�PӧQMӧS�NXVHL�NXVHL 

Various fruits 

\RلD�JӧP 
SHSH\D�JӧP 
ripe papaya 

PDQGDل�JӧP 
banana 

DQDQDV 
pineapple 

NXNلHN� 
malay apple 

PXOL 
lemon / orange 
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ഫDPDഫR 
tomato 

VXPEDഫ� 
VXPEDS 
coconut 

NDOӧS 
mango 

ERPER�ഫӧSPRل 
ERPER�ഫӧSPR 

soursop 

ഫӧSPRل 
ഫӧSPR 

breadfruit 
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OLS�ഫL 
tea 

\Dഫ 
sugar 

QXGHO 
noodles 

SDODل 
salt 

SDQGӧل 
rice 

����1DQDل�ഫXDഫXD�LODQ�QDQLQ 
1DQD�ഫXDഫXD�LODQ�QDQLQ 

Food from the store 

JDON�ഫXN 
cooking oil 

NXODQ�QDQDل 
NZӧODQ�QDQD 

bread 
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����,ഫ�NZHഫ 
Village 

Lഫ�NZHഫ 
village 

JZDVDS�Lഫ 
clinic 

EDOXV�NHQD 
airstrip 

SHSD�Lഫ 
VFKRRO 

PLഫL�Lഫ 
church 

Lഫ 
house 
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����,ഫ�NZHഫ�ZRSXP 
Town/City 

Bank PNG 

PӧQHP�Lഫ 
bank 

SMU NEGERI 

QDQDQGӧ�Lഫ 
college 

EDOXV�NHQD�ZRSXP 
airport 

ഫHODN�ZRSXP 
highway 

ഫXDഫXD�Lഫ 
store 
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����,ഫ�NXVHL�NXVHL 
Different kinds of houses 

ഫHP�NRل 
ഫHNRل 
toilet 

VHVHOH�ഫӧNHഫӧNH�JRSVDOD 
VDVDOH�ഫӧNHഫӧNH�JRQMDOD 

outdoor shelter 

NDSD�Lഫ 
house with  
iron roof 

EӧVDلDഫ�Lഫ 
house with grass roof 

VLQD�Lഫ 
kitchen 
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����,ഫ�SDQ�NXVHL�NXVHL� 
Various parts of a house  

VӧQ\DOL 
SDODഫ 

ladder 

GRPEӧ-ഫRP 
window 

ഫD 
post 

SHVDP 
SHQMDP 

wall  

EӧVDلDഫ 
thatched roof  

ZHVDN 
door 

\DPD 
doorway, entrance 



23 

����$PD�SӧلJӧS�GӧSGӧS 
Parts of a human body 

PD 
mouth 

ഫLPD�GDXഫ 
face 

SDZD� 
ear 

NXVDഫ�VDN� 
NXPED�VDS 

hair 

GDXഫ�EDPEDل 
GDXഫ�EDPEDഫ 

eyebrow 

ഫLPD 
nose 

GDPD 
forehead 

EXP 
cheek 

GDXഫ 
eye 
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Nӧഫ�PHل 
thumb 

Nӧഫ�SLVXഫ 
Nӧഫ�SLQMXഫ 
fingernail 

Nӧഫ�ELP 
wrist 

Nӧഫ 
hand 

Nӧഫ�QӧلDQӧلDل 
fingers 

NHVӧഫ 
foot, legs, lower limbs 

NHVӧഫ�QӧلDQӧلDل 
toes 

NHVӧഫ�NӧPӧQ 
ankle  

NHVӧഫ�PRSPRഫ 
heel 
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PӧVӧS 
PӧQMӧS 
belly 

EDQ 
thigh 

NHVӧഫ�PӧVӧS 
NHVLഫ�PӧQMӧS 

calf  

Nӧഫ�NOXS 
shoulder 

PDPDP 
top of the head 

Nӧഫ�PӧQ 
elbow 

QXP�PXPLQ� 
QXP�PLPLQ 

nipple 

NXDل 
chest 

ELP 
neck 

Pӧ�NDODS 
knee 

ZDVӧ 
RQML 

navel 
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NZDQGDNZDQGDഫ 
skeleton 

ഫHP�PHل 
stomach 

PӧVӧS�NZDPEӧل 
PӧQMӧS�NZDPEӧل 

spleen 

ഫHP�QӧلDل�ZRSXP 
large intestine 

ഫHP�QӧلDل�PӧQDP 
small intestine 

ZDOH�JӧP 
liver 

QDPEX-لDODN 
QDPEӧ-لDODN 
oesophagus 

\DXN 
ERLP 
heart 

JZDSӧQHP� 
ZDOH�VDഫQLQ 

lungs 
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����:HNDഫ�QRلJDQ 
 Family 

JZDلJZDل 
JZDلJZD 

boy 

GDOD 
younger  

sister 

GDഫ 
older brother/sister 

EHS 
father, 
father’s  
brother 

PHل 
PH 

mother, 
 mother’s    

sister  

ZHPEH 
girl 

NZD\D 
younger 
brother 
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ZDX 
aunt 

 mother’s brother’s wife 
 

DX 
aunt  

father’s sister 

SDل 
grandfather 

SDS 
grandmother 

\DL 
uncle  

mother’s brother 
PRLP 
uncle  

father’s sister’s husband 
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����6Dل�NXVHL�NXVHL 
��'ӧP�NXVHL�NXVHL 

Different kinds of fences 

SHVDP 
SHQMDP 
fence 

GӧPER 
fence 

JӧPEӧ 
ZӧOӧSDഫ 
fence 
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VDل 
GӧP 

fence 

PDNRPDNRഫ 
fence 

NXQGӧPELل 
fence 
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����.LلJӧഫ�SӧلJӧS�GӧSGӧS 
0RQӧN�SӧلJӧS�GӧSGӧS 

Parts of a bird 

NLلJӧഫ�LO 
PRQӧN�LO 

nest 

GDP 
GRP 

feathers 

NXDل 
breast 

GDXഫ 
eye 

PӧN 
tail 

NHVӧഫ 
leg 

SDSDS 
SDSDഫ 
wings 

PXPLQ 
PӧPLQ 
beak 
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ഫDلJD 
�SDSD�PHل 
bush fowl 

����.LلJӧഫ�NXVHL�NXVHL� 
0RQӧN�NXVHL�NXVHL� 

Different kinds of birds 

EӧഫXZL 
LNZL 
dove 

NӧOLNDODN 
parrot 

VXD\Rل 
owl 

ഫLഫLഫDلDORل 
VDXOHS 

willie wagtail 

NRഫNRഫ 
crow 
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PRNӧNHN 
PRNDXN 

cockatoo 

VDلJӧ 
MDلJӧ 

hornbill 

DODNRPER 
RORNRPER 

egret 

NX\DVLS 
NZӧ\DVLS 
swallow 

NXVDP 
NZӧVDP 

snipe 

VLORORഫ 
VRORORഫ 

kingfisher 
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NZDN�PHل 
emperor bird of 

paradise (female) 

ORVH�PHل 
raggiana bird of 

paradise (female) 

NZDN 
emperor bird of 

paradise 

NDOLPEDVDل 
MDOLQMDQMDഫ 

magnificent bird 
of paradise 
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NRPED�PӧVӧPEӧ 
superb bird of 

paradise 

JӧPӧN 
suberb fruit dove 

NX\DVLS�PHل 
NZӧ\DVLS�PHل 

little grebe 

ZLOLRل 
ZLOROR 

black-capped lory 
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JHORNلDഫ 
yellow-faced myna 

VDNLPӧഫ 
JӧPӧN-VDഫ 

brown cuckoo dove 

JZDPEXDP 
great cuckoo 

dove 
NLDZDN 
NX\XZDN 

little friar bird 
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ഫXلSDSDN 
ഫLPRQD 

New Guinea 
harpy-eagle 

XODODS 
GDلLQD 

glossy manucode 

PRNӧORN 
hooded butcherbird 
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VDZD�VDPEHS 
Northern cassowary 

NӧNLഫ 
NLNLN 

grey-headed goshawk 

ഫXHVLഫ� 
olive-blacked sunbird 
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NZD\DS�EDلDPEHل 
NZD\DS�EXഫDഫ 

hawk 

EӧOӧVӧPDلJXN 
crowned pigeon 

ZDQGRل 
NXVR�ZDQGR 

Huon astrapia 



40 

����6DNL�NXVHL�NXVHL 
7RلJDXഫ�NXVHL�NXVHL 

 Different kinds of animals 

NDQGHഫQDN 
NӧQGHഫQDഫ 
bandicoot 

VDNL�PRQD 
PӧQGӧSPH 

great forest wallaby 

VDNL�JӧP 
ഫRلJDXഫ�JӧP 

tree kangaroo 

VDPEDQ 
VDPEDل 
cuscus 

SXVLل�DXل 
cat 
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ELPEӧل 
ELPEӧ�NZDPEӧل 

flying fox 

PXSDP 
ELPEӧل 

bat 

Eӧഫ 
pig 

QDQDل 
GDPDVDഫ 

rat 



42 

SDഫR 
duck 

SXSXS 
SXSXഫ 

chicken 

PDNDXN 
cow 

VDS 
NDPRഫ 

dog 
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ODLRQ� 
lion 

PHPH 
goat 

VLSVLS 
sheep 

GRلNL 
donkey 

NDPHO 
camel 



44 

Eӧഫ�QӧلDل 
piglets 

����%ӧഫ�SӧلJӧS�GӧSGӧS 
Parts of a pig 

NDODS�JLPDQ 
tusk 

ZLDل 
GDلJHQ 

tail 

VLلJLQ 
back 

SDZD 
ear 

GDXഫ 
eye 

NHVӧഫ 
leg 

ഫLPD 
nose 

Nӧഫ 
foreleg 

ഫHPӧN� 
buttocks 

GDP 
GRP 
hair 

PD 
mouth 



45 

ഫUDXVHO 
turtle 

RDN 
RDഫ� 
frog 

PDلDP�NDLNDLN 
lizard 

RD 
crocodile 

PDلDP 
lizard 

����0DOHഫ�Jӧഫ�QHSHN�GӧZӧQ�QR 
Reptiles and amphibians 
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ELXل 
frog 

EOHN 
GӧOHഫ 
frog 

RDN 
RDഫ 
frog 

SHഫDN 
frog 
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VDZRل�ഫDP 
VDR�ഫDP 

frog 

EDODPEDOD 
frog 

ZDOӧN 
ROӧN 
frog 

SOLل 
frog 
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EDلJӧP 
PӧلJӧP 

frog 

PDOHഫ�JZLN 
python 

PRZLZLഫ 
ZLZLഫ 
frog 
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PӧORP 
snake 

VDPER 
poisonous snake 

PRQDNXVDഫ 
snake 
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PDOHഫ�NDLNDLN 
snake 

JDQGDN 
snake 

JLPED\DP 
earth worm 
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VӧPEӧلJDOӧN 
MӧPEӧلJDOӧN 
grasshopper 

JRഫDN 
JRഫDഫ 

grasshopper 

����.XQDNDP�NXVHL�NXVHL 
.ZӧQDNDP�NXVHL�NXVHL� 

Insects 

PXPXP 
PXPX 

bee 

XOXഫ 
XOӧN 

caterpillar 

VLഫQDلJXഫ 
MLഫQDلJXഫ 
centipede 

NDVXP 
bee 
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PRلJӧQGHل 
JӧQGHلJDLഫ 
millipede 

VDلJZDPEH 
millipede 

NXQDPHل 
VLSRPHل 

longicorn beetle 

JDXN 
JDഫӧN 

cricket 

JXഫXSDN 
JDഫXSDN 
cricket 

JRPDഫ 
JDPDN 
cicada 
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VXVXP 
MXQMXP 
spider 

ഫDSӧഫRS 
spider 

JXPDل 
JXلJXP 
spider 

ഫDSӧNӧلJRل 
praying mantis 

SHD 
ഫHD 

cicada 

ERXلJDS 
EXVLODPRQD 

spider 
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JXVLQ 
JXQML 

cockroach 

EDPEDODXN 
EDPEODZDഫ 

butterfly 

ഫXഫXഫHഫHഫ 
dragonfly 

QӧPLQ 
VӧPEL�NӧPDQGӧ 

mosquito 
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NZDOLഫ 
NZROLഫ 

ant 

EDPEDഫ 
ERPERഫ 

fly 

NXQD 
VLSR 

sago grub 

ERQDഫ 
NOLPERQDN 

beetle 

DSӧNZHഫH 
DSXNZHഫH 

beetle 
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����6DNL�ഫXN�JӧQDل�QDQLQ�NXVHL�NXVHL 
7XN�JDXഫ�NXVHL�NXVHL 

Different kinds of water creatures 

NDODS 
JDRل 
crab 

ഫXDQDQLQ 
eel 

JLഫRP 
shrimp 
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\D\DN�SӧVӧN 
\D\DO�SӧVӧN 
dorsal fin 

ZLDل 
GDلJHQ 

tail 

GDXഫ 
eye 

VHVHOHORN 
\DXO 
gills 

PD 
mouth 

ഫXN�JӧഫJӧഫ 
pectoral fin 

PDQ�ZRل 
PDQ�ZLDX 
bubbles 

VӧOXDQ 
MӧOXDQ 
scales 

����0ӧNEDODNഫRN�SӧلJӧS�GӧSGӧS 
Parts of a fish 
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����0ӧNEDODN�HSHSഫRN�QHSHQHSHN 
Fishing gear 

NӧPRQGLQGLل 
fish trap 

OӧN�PR\HQ 
fishing net 

PӧNEDODN�\RX\RXഫ�EDVDP 
fishing spear 

JLPEDN 
hook PӧNEDODN�ഫLDഫLDഫ�ഫRD 

fishing line 
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����6LQD�LഫഫRN�QHSHQHSHN 
Kitchen utensils 

\RلJHS 
tongs 

NRPED 
fire  

SDPERل 
SDPER 
fire pit 

ഫXN�NDPEӧഫ 
ഫXN�NDPERഫ 

kettle 

SD\Dل 
smoke rack 

NRPED�\RXSVL 
matches 
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ZӧOXلJӧOR 
ZӧOӧلJӧOR 

funnel 

GDQGDQ 
strainer 

NDPEӧഫ 
NDPERഫ 

cooking pot 

VDZDل�SDل 
MDZDل�SDل 
frying pan 

JӧഫJӧഫ�ZRSXP 
ladle 

NODNODഫ 
coconut grater 
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ZӧഫQD 
cup 

NOXS 
JӧഫQD 
spoon 

\RXഫQD 
fork 

NDNLN 
NDNLഫ 
knife 

VDZDل�\DODلGDQ 
MDZDل�SӧQGHP 

plate 

VDZDل�ZRSXP 
MDZDل�ZRSXP 

bowl 
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NODഫ 
to scrape 

ZӧOX-PӧQDPGD 
ZӧOӧ-PӧQDQGD 

cracking  

VL 
to cook 

����6LQDVLQDORN�ഫӧ-\D\DNلH 
Food preparation 

PӧQGL 
PӧQGӧ 
to peel 
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VRS 
soap 

NDNLNDNLN 
NDNLNDNLഫ 

razor / shaver 

PD�ZӧOӧZӧOӧഫ�JZDVDS 
toothpaste 

PD�ZӧOӧZӧOӧഫ 
toothbrush 

VӧOӧP 
comb ZDODNDلJDل 

ZDODNDلJD 
mirror 

����3ӧلJӧS�ND-GӧNلHORN�QHSHQHSHN 
Personal tools 
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OӧN 
string bag 

GDXNDSL 
eyeglasses 

JZL�VDSXഫ 
JZL�PӧVDSӧഫ 

umbrella 

NL 
key 

ഫDلDP 
ഫRX 

torch 

PREDLO 
mobile phone 
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����%HS�SDلGRN�QHSHQHSHN 
Traditional/Cultural items 

NDS�NLلJӧഫ 
NDS�PRQӧN 
headdress 

EDVDഫ 
EOH 

grass skirt 

QDS�EDلJRل 
QDS�EDلJH 
loin cloth 

SӧOHഫ�VHODP 
SӧOHഫ�MHODP 

tooth necklace 

JLPDQ 
JLPD 

tooth necklace 
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NZDN�EOH 
Bird of Paradise feathers 

VHODP�ZRSXP 
MHODP�ZRSXP 

kina shell 

GDلJXQGDلJX 
mask 

NDPDل 
EHVD 

armband 
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NӧNHل 
slit drum 

JDVӧP 
JDQMӧP 
rattle 

EHPEHVXN 
EHPEHQMXഫ 
mouth harp 

ZDلJӧP 
JZDVLP 
drum 
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ഫDPED�Jӧഫ�QӧلDل 
\DR�Jӧഫ�QӧلDل 

bow and arrow 

PXQGXل�GӧOHV 
shield 

QRل� 
stone axe 

EDVDP 
spear 

ഫDPED�NDഫDSHO 
slingshot 
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����'DVLQGDVL 
Clothing 

NLXOR�RPEDS 
trousers 

NLXOR�PӧNӧS 
NLXOR�GXPDQ 

shorts 

NLXSӧ 
t-shirt 

NLXSӧ 
shirt 

ഫDPGRN�NLXOR 
skirt 

VDQGXP 
wrap around 

 skirt 

ഫDPGRN�NLXSӧ 
woman’s blouse 



70 

NHVӧഫ�NLXOR 
socks 

ഫDPGRN�NLXSӧ�RPEDS 
a dress 

NHVӧഫ�JӧODS 
NHVӧഫ�JZӧODS 

shoes 

ERQGӧ 
EXQGӧ 

cap 

NHVӧഫ�JӧODS�SӧQGӧP 
NHVӧഫ�JZӧODS�SӧQGӧP 

thongs 

VHVHOH�NLXSӧ 
VDVDOH�NLXSӧ 

sweater 
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����0DPEXPDPEXSഫRN�QHSHQHSHN 
Sewing tools 

JXPL�ഫRD 
elastic 

VDQGXP 
fabric 

PDPEXS 
to sew 

EHP 
sewing needle 

NDSLQ 
buttons 

GRل�NDNLN 
GRل�NDNLഫ 
scissors 

NӧPӧND�JZDVDHQ 
tape measure 

ഫRD 
thread 

\RXلJӧOӧPGD 
safety pin 
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����1DQDQGӧ�HSHSഫRN�QHSHQHSHN 
School supplies 

SHSD 
exercise book 

VDPEDഫ�ഫLDഫLDഫ 
ruler 

NXQGLഫ�\RX\RXഫ 
pencil/pens 

ZLDZLDഫ 
eraser 
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����,ഫ�PDPDلGRN�QHSHQHSHN 
Carpentry tools 

VNUXGUDLYD 
screwdriver 

DLQ�GRPEӧQGRPEӧ 
hacksaw 

NRPED�GRPEӧQGRPEӧ 
saw 

NӧPӧND 
metre stick VLVHO 

chisel 

NXഫHل 
hammer 
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ZRNDEDXഫ�VSDQD 
shifting spanner 

ZDSӧZDSӧഫഫRN 
drill 

ZDSӧഫ-JӧOӧPGDORN 
screw 

ഫӧNH-JӧOӧPGDORN 
hinge 

SODLV 
pliers 

Zӧഫ-JӧOӧPGDORN 
nail 

NHNDഫ 
NHNDN 
hasp 
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����6DلDODل 
6DلDOD 
Sport 

NӧഫഫRN�VDلDODل 
NӧഫഫRN�VDلDOD 

volleyball 

ഫDPER-NROӧPӧل�VDلDODل 
ഫDPER-NROӧP�VDلDOD 

rugby ZDلHZDلHഫ 
running 

JXDلQDQ�LLل 
JXDلQDQ�LL 
swimming 

NHVӧഫഫRN�VDلDODل 
NHVӧഫഫRN�VDلDOD� 

soccer 
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����7HODNل�DPEӧഫ�NXVHL�NXVHL 
Transportation 

PRഫR�NӧNHل� 
motorboat 

QRQGXل 
VKLS VHVHOH�NӧNHل 

VDVDOH�NӧNHل 
sailboat 

EDOXV�ZRSXP 
large plane 

VRSD 
helicopter 

EDOXV�PӧQDP 
small plane 
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ZLOZLO 
bicycle 

PRഫREDLN 
motorcycle 

GLODلLഫ�ZRSXP� 
bus GLODلLഫ 

car 

NӧNHل 
canoe 
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����.HQDQ�NXVHL�NXVHL 
.HQD�NXVHL�NXVHL 

Different kinds of work 

OӧN�PӧQGӧPӧQGӧ 
making a string bag 

EDP�\DZD\DZDഫ 
EDP�LZDLZDഫ 
twisting rope 

ഫDPED�QӧلDل�ഫӧഫӧل 
\DR�QӧلDل�ഫӧQGӧ 

making an arrow 

QDQDلGRN�ഫӧ-\D\DNلH 
QDQDORN�ഫӧ-ZӧOӧ-GӧNلH 
preparing for eating 

Lഫ�ND\DN�ഫӧഫӧل 
Lഫ�ഫRNلD�ഫӧQGӧ 

making bamboo walls 
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H-GDXഫ 
teacher 

PӧNEDODN�HSHS�DPD� 
fisherman 

NRSL�NHQDQGRN 
NRSL�NHQDORN 

coffee grower 

JZDVDS�NHQDQGRN 
JZDVDS�NHQDORN 

nurse 

QDQDل�NHQDQGRN 
QDQD�NHQDORN 

gardener 
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DPDഫDP�NDS�ഫL-VӧVӧOӧلGRN 
musicians 

Lഫ�PDPDل�DPD 
Lഫ�NӧQGLNӧQGLഫ�DPD 
carpenter/builder 

NӧNHل�ഫӧഫӧل�DPD 
NӧNHل�ഫӧQGӧ�DPD 

canoe builder 
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����(S�ഫӧഫӧل 
(S�ഫӧQGӧ 

Action words/Verbs 

GӧNRഫ 
to jump 

ഫHODNل�D 
to walk 

NOH 
to chase 

Lഫ 
to stand 

SLഫ 
to sit 

LSPRPEӧ 
to squat 

EDഫ�SӧP�GRX 
to lie down and sleep 
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PXVXഫ 
PXQMXഫ 
to push 

ഫLDQH 
ഫLDلH 

to pull 

NӧPӧഫ 
to put  

ഫӧNH�OR 
to lift up 
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DS 
to hold in arms 

EDPEDH 
to carry in arms EHP 

to carry on shoulder 

EXSXS 
EXSXഫ 

to carry on shoulders 
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NDPDL 
to carry under  

the arm 

VӧPEӧQH 
to carry in a bundle 

PHഫ 
to carry with the head 

VӧS 
MӧS 

to carry on the head 
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NDSDلH 
to carry in a 

sling 

ഫDلJL 
to carry over  
the shoulder 

ഫDلJRQH 
two or more  
carry a pole 

ഫDഫRN 
ഫDഫRS 

to carry on  
the back 
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VDSPRلJDQH 
to carry round 

 the neck 

ഫӧNH�RQGӧ 
to carry hanging 

\XPEDNلH 
to carry on a 

stick 

GRPEӧ-GDQ 
to cut a log into 

sections 
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VӧQ 
MӧQ 

to cut across 
ZDLS 

to clear ground 
with a knife 

\RXഫ 
to kill using a 
sharp stick,  

to poke 

ഫDPEӧഫ 
to split downwards 
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GӧSOL 
to split 

ഫDPEӧഫ 
to cut food into 

sections 

GRPEӧ-ZӧODഫ 
to slash downwards 

GRPEӧ 
to cut into slices  
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LP 
to bundle NӧPӧOX�ഫXD 

NӧPӧOӧ�ഫXD 
to sell 

ZD\Rل 
ZD\Rഫ�ഫӧ 
to wave 

PӧQGӧ 
to peel 
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NӧQGLഫ 
to dig 

ഫRP 
to pick, to detach 

by hand 
ഫӧSL 

to plant 

NDS�ഫL 
to dance 
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SL 
to fall down 

OR 
to climb up, 

ascend 

Sӧ 
to come down, 

descend 

NXQDഫ 
NZӧQDഫ 

to count 
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ODPӧഫ 
to pour out 

ZӧOX-JӧOR 
ZӧOӧ�JӧOR 

to pour in 

SӧQGRഫ 
to light 

VDPL 
MDPL 

to sweep 
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NXQGLഫ�\RXഫ 
to write 

SLQDഫ 
to read 

QDQDQGӧ�Pӧ 
to teach 

NRഫ 
to throw 



94 

ഫXN�L 
to bathe, wash oneself 

\RXഫXഫ 
ZӧOӧഫ 

to wash 

ഫӧODP 
to shoot 

\RXഫ 
to inject/poke 
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LOXNLOD 
SDഫ-QDQGӧ 

to rest 

NHQDQ�ഫӧ 
NHQD�ഫӧ 
to work 

ഫӧNH 
to take 

Pӧ 
to give 

PӧVӧ-NROD 
to be terrified 

PӧVӧ 
to be afraid 
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PLN�PL 
to fight 

Lഫ-VHPEӧ 
SDഫ-VHPEӧ 

to hide 

Zӧഫ 
to hit 
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GDPD�ഫӧ 
to lead, go ahead 

ZDلHഫ 
to run 

NRNRS�ഫӧ 
to sweat 

ZDلHZDلHഫ�ഫӧ 
to race 

QDلJӧഫ 
to lead, take some 

living being 
 somewhere 
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JӧOӧN 
elderly 

VLP 
young 

PӧQDP 
ഫLS�PӧQDP 

small 
ZRSXP 

big 

PӧNӧS 
GXPDQ 
short 

RPEDS 
tall, long 

����6LلJL�ഫDPER 
Opposites 
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ഫRNلHഫRNلHQ 
full 

VӧODQLQ 
empty 

JLN 
narrow 

SӧQGӧP� 
wide 

NROXVDOHQ 
NROӧVDOHQ 

light 

NӧOӧP 
dark 
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JDXഫQLQ 
wet 

NDODلGDQ 
dry 

GRX 
asleep 

NDLN 
awake 

PӧODS�
ZRSXP 

fat 
SDQJDQ 

thin 
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VDഫQLQ 
white 

ELS 
black 

NXഫXഫ 
NXഫ 
cry 

NZDOHS 
laugh 

GӧQGӧP 
straight 

NHODP 
crooked 
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GDPDQLQ 
NDZDL 

old 

NRPEOLQ 
new 

GӧQGӧP 
correct  

VXOXلJDQ 
MXOXلJDQ 

wrong / false 

3+4=5 3+4=7 
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����3DSXD�1LX�*LQL�NZHഫ�VLPED�ZDODQ 
3DSXD�1LX�*LQL�NZHഫ�MLPED�ZDODQ 

A map of Papua New Guinea 
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Unless otherwise noted illustrations are from:  
International Illustrations: The Art of Reading 3.0  
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P. 18  3880—bread 
P. 21 9269—house; 4397—kitchen 
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3. Noribe Yunamu 
© SIL International, Used with permission 
Pp. 29-30 all kinds of fences 
Pp. 83-88 all the diϺerent verbs 
P. 89 to peel 
 
4. Nelson Yunamu 
© SIL International, Used with permission 
P. 32 Dove 
P. 33 KingϨsher 
Pp. 34-37 all kinds of birds 
P. 38 Grey-headed Goshawk; Olive-blacked Sunbird; 

Northern Cassowary 
P. 39 Huon astrapia 
P. 41 bat 
P. 42 duck; chicken; cow 
Pp. 46-50 all kinds of reptiles 
Pp. 51-55 all kinds of insects 
P. 55 beetle 
P. 56 all kinds of water creatures 
 
5. Samuel Saleng, SIL PNG 
© SIL PNG, CC: BY-NC-SA 4.0 
P. 7 pandanus plant 
P. 79 coϺee grower 








